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Russian Foreign Office during Sazonov's long illness, gave
repeated warnings that "Russian public opinion would
hardly understand a [Franco-German] war occasioned by
colonial questions." The Tsar took the same attitude.
Even when M. Georges Louis, the French Ambassador in
St. Petersburg, pointed out to him that North Africa was
as much of a "vital interest" to France as the Caucasus to
Russia, Nicholas II had replied, "Keep in view the avoid-
ance of a conflict. You know that our preparations are not
complete." 105 Yet in spite of this indifference to the very
vital interests of the French, Izvolski Mattered himself that
he could coax from them & promise of support in the ques-
tion of the Straits, as a quid pro quo for accepting without
objections the Franco-German Morocco settlement. When
he learned from Tittoni in September, 1911, that Italy,
stirred by the establishment of the French protectorate in
Morocco, and taking advantage of the various secret prom-
ises made to her by the different Powers, was about to seize
Tripoli, he believed that the favorable moment had come
to cash in his part of the Racconigi Bargain.
Russia's raising of the Straits Question in 1911 has
usually been explained as the unauthorized act of M,
Charykov, the Russian Ambassador at Constantinople—
"The Charykov kite," Mr. Gooch calls it106—intended to
be merely a feeler to see how the wind was blowing in regard
to the question. The fact that Charykov's action was soon
disavowed by the Russian Foreign Office has given color to
170) shows that he also, though more guardedly, advised France to yield
to German demands.
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